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greater, as It happened at the time that the cruel
torture and execution of Captain Towerson and his
crew by the Dutch took place at Amboyna. It
was bad enough to be made responsible for the
doings of their own countrymen, but to be
punished for the misdeeds of their enemies was a
bitter pill to swallow. In 1630, just as peace was
being concluded with France and Spain, Charles L,
who was beginning his experiment of absolute
government, despatched the Seahorse, Captain
Quail, to the Red Sea to capture the ships and
goods of Spanish subjects, as well as of any other
nations not in league and amity with England.
There were no Spaniards in the Red Sea or the
Indian Ocean, but international arrangements in
Europe were not regarded when the equator had
been crossed. Quail captured a Malabar vessel, for
which the Company's servants at Surat were forced
to pay full compensation. The Seahorse returned
to England in 1633, but in view of the new field
of enterprise opened up, Endymion Porter, G-entle-
man of the King's bedchamber, embarked on a
piratical speculation, in partnership with two
London merchants, Bonnell and Kynaston, with a
licence under the privy seal to visit any part of